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© At-Risk Native Marine Species

What Is This Indicator, and Why Is At-Risk Marine Species, by Risk Category
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“secure” or “apparently secure” would not be reported.

The data would also be presented on a regional basis for TR b T e es, [ et

estuaries and coastal waters out to 200 miles.

Species are valued for a variety of reasons: they 100 Il North Atlantic
provide products, including food, fiber, and genetic 5 B Wid-Atlantic
materials; they are key elements of ecosystems, which g B south Atlantic
themselves provide valuable goods and services; and many -3 60 W Gulf of Mexico
people value them for their intrinsic worth or beauty. % ] zgﬁgfr:?a

E 40 B Pacific
Why Can’t This Indicator Be B Northwest
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on the status of only a relatively small number of marine B Hawai
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and those that are listed for protection under the
Endangered Species Act and Marine Mammal Protection Act. However, these programs do not address the status
of a broad cross-section of marine species, as is needed for this indicator.

NatureServe and its member natural heritage programs (see www.natureserve.org) report on the status of
about 22,000 U.S. species (see the forest (p. 124), freshwater (p. 144), grasslands and shrublands (p. 168), and core
national (p. 52) at-risk species indicators). These programs provide a useful framework for reporting on marine
species, but so far their datasets contain information on only a relatively small number of marine species.

There is no technical note for this indicator. The technical note for the core national indicator for at-risk species
(p. 214) describes NatureServe’s natural heritage programs.
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