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= . plants (such as algae, seagrasses, marsh plants, and
A,,Zf;si mangroves) and animals (microscopic animals, larger
invertebrates, fish, and mammals) that live in a particular
0.9 region. In addition, increases in temperature are thought
1985 1990 1995 2000 2005 to be associated with the degradation of coral reefs
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78). There is widespread concern that global climate

: change may lead to increases in SST. Such changes could,
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in turn, lead to increases in the strength and frequency of
storms and changes in ocean currents, such as the Gulf
Stream, that would in turn lead to shifts in regional
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What Do the Data Show? While SST varies
noticeably from year to year, and there are individual

. reports of gradually increasing temperatures in several of
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Average these ocean regions (see the technical note for citations),

] the data presented here do not show any trends.
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Data Source: National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, National
Aeronautics and Space Administration. Coverage: ocean waters within
25 miles of the coast, not including estuaries.

Note: The South Atlantic and Gulf of Mexico lines on the graph coincide for
several years.
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